A Sound Philanthropy First Step Guide

Resources
(in your community and beyond)

to Idenfy
Giving
Opportunies

We recognize that many young people
are looking to dip their toes in
philanthropy, but aren’t sure where to
start. To help launch this process, and
answer some of those early quesons,
Sound Philanthropy has developed a
series of simple guides. We hope that you
enjoy them.
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S TA R T I N G P O I N T
You’re ready to launch yourself into a giving experience that
aligns with your values, but you don’t know where to start.

Sound familiar?
You have a sense of your interests and passions, and where you want to make change,
but you ﬁnd yourself struggling to connect with the organizaons that are working in
the issue areas that are important to you. You are also looking for tools to evaluate
whether they are eﬀecve in their services and having the impact you seek.

Yo u a r e n o t a l o n e
You may have the energy and enthusiasm for giving, but it’s hard to ﬁnd the
organizaons that are meeng the needs that you feel passionate about and doing it
well. The good news is that there are naonal and local resources for idenfying and
evaluang nonproﬁts, and ways to connect with others who share your interests, to
learn and experience giving with peers.

TOOLS & RESOURCES
Community Foundaons

A tax-exempt, nonproﬁt, autonomous, publicly supported, nonsectarian
philanthropic instuon with a long-term goal of addressing the needs of a
speciﬁc geographic region. Community Foundaons are made up of funds
established by many individuals and families, who advise the foundaon on
th direcon of grants coming from their named fund.

Community Foundaons are a great way to connect with local needs, hand
oﬀ the administrave responsibilies of giving to an expert, and many
community foundaons oﬀer interesng educaonal programs and
consulng services for families.

TOOLS & RESOURCES
Giving Circles

Giving Circles are a form of philanthropy where groups of individuals
donate their own money and/or me to a pooled fund, decide together
where to donate to charity or community projects and, in doing so, seek to
increase their awareness of and engagement in the issues covered by the
charity or community project.

Many circles, in addion to donang their money, also contribute their me
and skills to organizaons, and provide networking and educaonal
opportunies to their members. Giving circles o8en form around a speciﬁc
cause, issue or member demographic, for example, a women’s foundaon,
a social jusce funding circle or an internaonal fund.

One of the more famous examples is Social Venture Partners (SVP), a
membership organizaon that culvates and connects individual
philanthropists to collecvely address speciﬁc needs in a community. SVP
chapters exist in many of the larger cies in the U.S., and some
internaonal cies. The organizaon was started in Sea:le.

TOOLS & RESOURCES
Philanthropic Advisors

A philanthropy advisor works with individuals and families to help idenfy
giving priories and passions, and to develop a plan and operaonal
structure for eﬀecvely carrying out a giving plan now and in the future.

Several naonal ﬁrms oﬀer this service, and most communies have
independent advisors who bring a local experse and experience. Personal
advisors (wealth managers, CPAs, and estate planning a:orneys) o8en
know the philanthropic advising resources available in your community.

TOOLS & RESOURCES
Online Resources

There are also several websites that can help you ﬁnd and evaluate
organizaons. Be cauous with the sites that oﬀer rangs or evaluaons, as
it is diﬃcult to apply the same rang formulas to diﬀerent types of
nonproﬁts.

The best way to learn about an organizaon, and to evaluate their
eﬀecveness, is to meet with them and speak with their execuve director,
and/or program staﬀ.

Guidestar
www.guidestar.org
Naonal online resource for ﬁnding informaon about nonproﬁts.
Charity Navigator
www.charitynavigator.org
Provides free ﬁnancial evaluaons of charies naonwide.
GiveWell
www.givewell.org
A charity evaluator idenfying the most “outstanding” charies.

